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At twilight, he scurried up the steps in front of the hotel, in the shade of the pine and cypress trees, toward the street; then,
wedged between the restless headlights of the cars and the stone wall, he made his way to the left toward the Triton
Fountain, where the music swelled from afar—in that very moment when time seemed to stretch out—weaving unnoticed
through the crowd across the bridge to the Piazza della Repubblica, plunging into the flood of people, hiding in plain sight,
submerging himself in the roaring sea of sounds and rhythms...

The procession of floats and costumes surged back and forth, hands waving wildly, bodies twisting in feigned ecstasy; the
red, blue, and green of the costumes swirled around dragons and snakes. At times the dancers spun around to the beat; at
others, they stood still, drenched in sweat, masks covering their faces.

That was the Valetta Carnival in early February—a street parade that turned into a nighttime celebration—full of color, fun,
and dancing in the narrow, winding medieval alleys.[i] Venetian wigs and lace dresses, drums and trumpets, and now and
then a shower of confetti. That was where he’d ended up, fleeing European Union sanctions that could affect anyone, and he
stopped over in Malta, hiding among the crowds, hoping that no one would spot him in the commotion. His eyes and senses
filtered out whatever seemed threatening from the madness; his nervous pathways linked the colors red and yellow to a vague
danger, and the amygdala sounded the alarm—there it was again, etched into the neural networks: the list on which his name
appeared.[ii]

For him, it all started quite innocently: Students at the Berlin University of Applied Sciences for Media, Communication, and
Business who, during the summer semester of 2021 in the course “Research for Television,” refused to listen to the other side,
to question the beliefs they had come to hold dear—in short, to do exactly what journalism is all about: not believing
anything, but asking questions. When researching the topic “Mass Protests in Belarus,” one investigative group “overlooked”
the fact that a Belarusian activist, Sophija Savtchouk from Minsk, was being paid by the U.S. organization German Marshall

Fund for what she called “classic democracy promotion.” This was a clear indication of U.S. influence—an attempted color
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revolution in Belarus—that should have been investigated. A second group, when addressing the topic of diversity,
persistently refused to ask both sides of the story or to give a voice to those who believe that gender should not be assigned
but rather determined.|[iii]

But for these students, reality no longer mattered at all; what mattered were narratives, the discourse that offers them the
freedom to define what is true solely through words.[iv] They moved at their own discretion through the rubble-strewn
landscape of a shattered objective reason,[v] and by rising above the debris of deconstruction, they gave themselves the
sensation of powerful self-transcendence—identitarian megalomania at work, which seemed all the more oppressive as it
triggered a constant sense of unease, like a creeping poison.

Long ago, declarations of faith had filled the void that was meant to be illuminated by insights, and the empty tautology of
identitarian thinking had replaced the reality test.[vi] But if narratives are arbitrary, then they arise from interests—and
ultimately from the will to power. What remains is the academic’s desire to establish dominion through words, because he
himself has mastery over language. Postmodernism had abandoned any connection to reality; putting things to the test had
given way to discourse; reality was lost in delusions of grandeur; linguistic signs served the interests of a power elite
composed of scientists, politicians, the media, and corporate interests; and a pre-fascist arbitrariness began to shape political
decisions.[vii]

The narratives began to become interchangeable, because a higher good was posited and disseminated by the propaganda
media with the aim of establishing a regime of comprehensive social control that recognized no privacy: The Corona regime
regulated lockdowns and, through vaccination mandates, deprived individuals of control over their own bodies; the climate
regime dictated how people live, how they travel, and what they are allowed to eat; the “wokeness” regime determined what
people could and could not say, so that even the smallest minority would not feel hurt by microaggressions. The war regime
forced people to take a stand against Russia’s “unprovoked war of aggression.” Yet nothing was as it was portrayed.

All of these regimes replaced reality with simulation, destroyed the universal validity of reason, and forced people into the
yoke of a narrative that served the interests of those who formulated it. Reason stepped down, for without the test of reality
based on objective criteria, all that remained was the arbitrariness of power. Postmodern totalitarianism, writes Michael
Esfeld, is like a hydra;[viii] if you cut off one head, the next one grows right back—these are the metastases of cognitive
warfare against one’s own population, which constantly stoke fear and undermine society’s immune system, a new form of
class rule.[ix]

It flashed through his mind how the bookseller at Moritzplatz in Berlin-Kreuzberg had excitedly explained: “I can’t host a
reading with you in my store—we’d have the space for it, but ‘woke’ street gangs smash my windows, deface the building’s
walls, and steal books from the shelves to prevent the sale of unwelcome writings—somewhere between iconoclasm and book
burning.” A new paramilitary storm trooper unit that placed its own claim to legitimacy above that of others, ready for any
denunciation, any street battle, to protect the existing order and serve a new coup d’état of stupidity. A brainwashed Bionade
bourgeoisie sought to gain power through censorship and thus made itself the henchman of degenerate elites.

The war in Ukraine had transformed the Federal Republic into a different country: a state of intimidation,[x] that disfigured
itself beyond recognition with every arms shipment from the warmongers, with every financial injection for Kyiv, and with
every state-funded so-called nongovernmental organization. A country that was now apparently being drawn into a state of
emergency—and thus into martial law—through staged false-flag operations, such as the alleged Russian drone at Leipzig
Airport.[xi]

He hurried into an alley, slid along the wall of a building, reached the door of a bar, clenched his hands on the counter—his
knuckles turning white—and ordered a glass of beer. The bartender stood at the tap, his back turned to him; he glanced at the
back of the bartender’s neck and saw acne scars, looked away, and turned his attention to the din of the carnival. That was
Carnival: Whereas once the powerless had mocked their masters, now the powerful mocked the powerless—those who were
paying for this war.

The cold beer numbed his demons; he ordered a second one. In his jacket pocket was the envelope containing the
unregistered SIM card. His calls had to be untraceable. The hunters were lurking on the internet, too. They tracked every
electronic trail, pinpointed his location, closed in on him, found him, and cut off his escape routes—across the border, into
countries beyond the EU. That afternoon, he’d asked his way to one of those Indian electronics stores on Trig-ir-Repubblika,
haggled with the salesman, pressed him to reach under the counter, and listened to his promises: “Yes, everywhere—it works
everywhere, not just here in Malta. It’s not registered. I don’t want to see any ID. You can call anywhere—anywhere.”

In the deceptive comfort of the bar, his attention slipped away, and his thoughts blurred into wavering phantoms that
hovered like morning mist over the beach of memories, in which moments of looming danger were encased in the resin of

fear and hardened into nightmarish inclusions:



The smear piece by Lars Wienand, which portrayed him as a Russian election observer during the 2022 referendums in the
Donbas; the telephone notice terminating his teaching position at the HMKW, which reached him shortly after his location
came under direct fire west of Donetsk—“We will distance ourselves sharply from you!” —and which was orchestrated by
professors affiliated with transatlantic organizations such as the German Marshall Fund; the false reporting by nearly the
entire propaganda press, which turned the supposed election observer into a Kremlin propagandist; his dismissal from the
University of Kiel in an expedited proceeding, which the Schleswig-Holstein Administrative Court ruled unconstitutional
three-quarters of a year later;[xii] the attempt by his own employer, NDR, to accuse him of unauthorized secondary
employment and to subject him to disciplinary action under labor law;[xiii] the initiative by the Verdi union to prevent a
discussion at the Verdi Senior Citizens’ Group in Eutin; the intervention by the German Library Association—whose vice
president was Renate Kiinast of the Green Party—intended to force the Malchin City Library to cancel a reading; the
nationwide campaign by the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, the Sichsische Zeitung, MDR, the Greens, the Left Party, and
the German-Ukrainian Commission of Historians against a discussion at the Kamenz City Theater, which ultimately had to
be moved to the lobby because 350 guests caused the auditorium to be overcrowded; the refusal of the Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation (affiliated with The Left) to cover the costs of a lecture by its circle of friends in Greifswald; the city of Kiel’s
refusal to rent a space to the German Peace Society for a reading; the campaign by the NATO-aligned so-called “non-
governmental organization” “Nafo” and the “Rheinische Post” against a vice principal at the Geilenkirchen High School near
Aachen, who wanted to organize a discussion with his students about his experiences in a war zone—a discussion he
ultimately had to cancel under pressure, which led to a summons from the Ministry of Education; the tenant of the
“Weitblick” event venue in Munich, whose lease was terminated following a lecture; the defamation by the weekly newspaper
“Die Zeit” and the “Sichsische Zeitung,” which portrayed an evening event featuring him and Alexander Milyutin, First
Counselor at the Embassy of the Russian Federation, at the Freiberger Forum as Russian propaganda; the pro-Ukrainian
provocateurs during the discussion with Alexander von Bismarck on the topic “Peace with Russia” at the Rudolf Steiner
House in Berlin, who stirred up a commotion and then pressured the executive director with letters of complaint; the Erich
Miihsam Society in Liibeck, which first invited him and then sought to make his appearance contingent on his distancing
himself from the AfD; the event posters in Pfaffenhofen, Bavaria, on which his likeness had been defaced with a Hitler-style
mustache; the so-called NGO “Fake Observers,” funded by the European Union and the German Federal Foreign Office,
which continued to list him as an election observer, thereby playing into the hands of Ukrainian death squads—and against
which the Berlin Public Prosecutor’s Office saw no reason to take action.[xiv]

Those who organized these campaigns had one goal: to drag Germany ever deeper into the war in Ukraine. They did so
knowingly and deliberately. This showed that the Germans were going along with it again. Like drunken bums, they
wallowed in the gutter in the piss of borrowed power. It also showed how thoroughly nearly all of Germany’s social
institutions had been transformed into transmission belts for the warmongers. Germany was the EU’s epicenter of
censorship. No other government intervened so heavily in shaping public opinion while simultaneously controlling it. A
network of more than 300 government agencies, state- and EU-funded so-called nongovernmental organizations, think
tanks, academic institutions, and foundations served as conduits for state propaganda, and more than 425 government grants
and subsidies were used for content control and the denunciation of government critics. The federal government has
deployed digital surveillance tools such as Hate Aid and Machine Against the Rage to track down, monitor, and ultimately

punish politically unwelcome expressions of opinion online.

Behind the scenes, NATO and the European Union were pulling the strings.[xv] As the German Council on Foreign Relations
recommended as early as November 2022, the guidelines at the state, federal, EU, and ultimately global levels should be
consistent with the security interests of the country, the EU, and NATO, and should cover areas as diverse as education,
health, and law enforcement.[xvi] Institutional anchors, then, are the EU and NATO—whose structures guarantee direct
economic and security-related dependence—and transatlantic think tanks such as the Atlantic Council, which ensure the
ideological integration of the German censorship complex into U.S. geostrategy.[xvii] That is why the ideological and
repressive state organs functioned in tandem, like communicating vessels. Their actions were part of NATO’s “cognitive
warfare,” the goal of which was not only to flood people’s minds with propaganda but also to manipulate the structure of
their thoughts and feelings, to digitally control Internet users, and ultimately to make their minds controllable through
neuro- and biological weapons.[xviii] The cruelest thing, however, was the penalty imposed by the “Palenke” bar in Kiel:
“You're a conspiracy theorist; you won't get any beer here!”[xix]

Yet this seems harmless compared to the sanctions that the EU and individual member states impose on individuals—such as
Jacques Baud, Nathalie Yamb, and Hiissein Dogru—measures such as travel bans, frozen bank accounts, and prohibitions on
paid work—aim to destroy people’s livelihoods, establishing a new regime of arbitrary rule beyond the bounds of law and
justice, a form of martial law that can affect anyone who does not share the propaganda of the warmongers in Brussels.[xx]

The torture devices reveal that the Berlin Public Prosecutor’s Office summoned him to testify as a witness, as part of
administrative assistance to the Ukrainian judiciary—whose intelligence service, the SBU, had placed him on the Mirotvorets
list. He was supposed to testify against Denis W. Pushilin and other politicians in the Russian-controlled areas of the Donbas.
[xxi] He recalled how he had been arrested several times in the war zone, how he had looked down the barrels of un safed



assault rifles—“Everyone out of the vehicle, unpack your suitcases, over there, move it”—his IDs and luggage confiscated,
waiting in a cell, then hours of interrogation by military intelligence under cold neon lights. To incriminate someone there
with a statement would have been tantamount to a death sentence in a war zone.

He appeared at the hearing with his attorney and submitted written statements. He invoked his right to refuse to testify as a
journalist, explaining that if he were to testify, “I would have serious, immediate, and concrete reason to fear becoming the
victim of a targeted killing.”[xxii] The war mongers’ enforcement squads and their legal henchmen are closing in. To escape
them, he seeks refuge in Malta, far away from the rest of the world.

He placed a euro bill on the bar counter; the bartender ran it through the scanner, and the hologram flashed in the fluorescent
green light. Then the bartender returned, refused to accept it—saying the bill was torn and marked—and asked him to pay by
card. He placed his credit card on the counter and entered his PIN at the reader. “What have I done?” flashed through his
mind; “This is the digital trail that leads the hunters to me.” With the breath of his pursuers on his neck, he forgot the 50-euro
bill on the counter as he left the bar.

In the old Fort St. Elmo overlooking Valletta, he looked at the pictures in the National War Museum depicting the battles in
the Mediterranean, the destruction from 1940 to 1944, the old machine guns, the wounded civilians, and, as he gazed into the
display cases, saw his own inner abysses; he suddenly smelled his own sour sweat, which had flowed from his armpits down
his sides like a soapy broth as he packed his suitcase in the last light of evening—socks, shirts, toiletries, jeans, and a sweater
for camping in the woods, a rain jacket, hiking boots—what would one have to take along at the moment of escape, the
moment that would seal off the return journey forever, while the enticing scent of skewers on the grill rose from the
courtyard of the neighboring row of houses, the wind carried over the conversations of the mentally deranged about soccer,
and the bickering of war-mongering political actors blared from the television. That surreal, nightmarish atmosphere caught
up with him again as he discussed car routes, crossings over the green border, and guest rooms in the homes of secret
supporters with the inner circle of escape helpers, while checking others’ equipment—spare cell phones, anonymous internet
access, and unregistered computers.

At night he lay half-awake, half-asleep, his senses never quite at rest and always ready to spring, awaiting the moment just
before dawn when they would ring the doorbell with an arrest or search warrant, only to burst in immediately without
hesitation, pinning him face-down on the carpet with his hands and feet bound with cable ties and the tip on the back of his
neck, and he wouldn’t even be able to hand over the prepared legal protest notes and sealing motions, and any movement on
his part would be interpreted as resistance against law enforcement officers, which would immediately result in criminal
charges—at that very moment when the German present coincides with the German past. This time, however, to save that
phantom democracy they refer to and with which they throw sand in our eyes. Once again, state terror would be a master
from Germany.[xxiii]

Perhaps—if he could jump up quickly enough, put on the pants and sweater that had been laid out for him, grab the suitcase
waiting under the bed, toss it over the balcony railing into the neighbor’s yard, and then abseil down or jump over the wall
himself, flee through the driveway onto a parallel street, and make his way to an escape vehicle while seeking cover —perhaps
then he would have a chance to escape state arbitrariness. The sanctions of a transnational despotism called the EU strike
everyone out of the blue; no one has the right to a hearing or to a lawyer anymore; beyond the bounds of law and order, they
hunt down those who oppose their war course; a new witch hunt against democrats has long since begun in Europe, while
the anti-democratic warmongers sing the praises of Western values and, at the same time, ruin their own countries for a pat
on the back from Washington. In the refugee shelter at the border lie the anti-drone ponchos made of aluminum foil. There,

at the Serpentine, he would sneak past an abandoned border post. But would he even make it that far?

In the afternoon, he took the ferry to Bormla on the other side of the bay. He met with a lawyer—who wore a Borsalino hat
and sunglasses with a blue shirt—at Café Rouge on the pier. The law firm handled company incorporations, real estate
purchases, and banking transactions. It was supposed to help him open an account in Malta. Would he still be able to access

his money at a bank in Malta if he were placed under EU sanctions and stripped of all his rights?

Roberta Metsola, a Maltese national, was elected President of the European Parliament in 2022 and re-elected to a second
term in 2024. She called for more weapons for Ukraine and for Ukraine to be admitted to the EU quickly.[xxiv] She
explained that the EU must build up its military capabilities in preparation for a war with Russia: “Ukraine is fighting for

Europe. Ukraine's security is Europe's security.”’[xxv]

Roberta Metsola was part of the EU establishment. She appointed her brother-in-law, Matthew Tabone, as her chief of staff
with a base salary of 20,000 euros per month.[xxvi] The University of Malta found “serious deficiencies” in her dissertation
and determined that she had committed massive plagiarism; nevertheless, her doctoral degree was not revoked.[xxvii]

The methods have always been the same: They ramble on about freedom, democracy, and values—the opium of the people, a
cover-up mantra—while a handful of figures —Brussels eurocrats, asset managers, and military officials—set the agenda and
send their political puppets forward: spineless narcissists who'll leave every conviction at the door for a bit of the spotlight, a



seat on the board of directors, or the feeling of power. The system deliberately sought out people with completely shattered
characters, because people with a genuine conscience and a moral compass were simply of no use in a machine based on
exploitation.[xxviii]

During her trip to California in late May 2026, she met with Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg, Apple CEO Tim Cook,
Cisco’s Chuck Robbins, and other representatives of the Big Tech industry for a casual chat.[xxix] In early July 2026, she
granted the platform companies a favor and, in a surprise move, used a procedural maneuver to put chat regulation back on
the agenda—a measure that had been rejected by a majority of lawmakers as recently as March.

Journalist Peter Borbe commented: “No, it is not Putin who is threatening freedom and democracy in Europe, but rather a
sleazy cartel of bureaucrats in Brussels that resorts to even the dirtiest tricks to gradually transform the continent into a
massive surveillance state.” The ploy worked; chat monitoring has been reactivated, and in a Parliament already weakened by
the summer recess, the plan could no longer be stopped. The key players behind this move are Roberta Metsola and Manfred
Weber. What'’s also astonishing, however, is the role played by the major U.S. tech companies, which lobbied heavily in the
run-up to secure permission to snoop. They WANT to spy on their customers’ private emails—and now they have permission
to do so again."[xxx]

The business model of Europe’s political elite: They started out as supposed servants of the people, but pursue policies that
run counter to the interests of voters, engage in total surveillance of citizens, and squander their tax dollars on the military-
industrial complex or the financial industry. They acted like “economic hit men” who, on behalf of their friends in
Washington or in U.S. corporations, ruin their own countries and are handsomely rewarded for it.[xxxi] Roberta Metsola
worked closely with transatlantic organizations such as the Council on Foreign Relations, the EU-U.S. Trade and Technology
Council, and the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.[xxxii] Finnish President Alexander Stupp
became friends with CIA agent Valerie Plame.[xxxiii] Chancellor Friedrich Merz served as chairman of the supervisory
board of Blackrock's German division from 2016 to 2020 and is a member of the Atlantikbriicke.[xxxiv] Finance Minister
Lars Klingbeil had been a member of the Atlantikbriicke for years.[xxxv] EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
was a member of the Board of Trustees of the World Economic Forum.[xxxvi] EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs
Kaja Kallas served on the advisory board of the Munich Security Conference; she was awarded the Transatlantic Leadership
Award by the Center for European Policy Analysis and the Henry A. Kissinger Prize by the American Academy in Berlin.
[xxxvii] Former German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock was awarded a professorship at Columbia University in New
York, where professors earn an average of about $245,500. While she has secured her own future, others are paying the price
for her war policies with their lives.[xxxviii] Colonel Lawrence Wilkerson, former chief of staff to U.S. Secretary of State

Colin Powell: “We've bought all of Europe.”[xxxix|

“Brussels,” says economist Markus Krall, “is the most corrupt swamp there is.”[xl] The previous European Parliament
included 163 members who were implicated in 253 criminal offenses or scandals. A corrupt network spanned Europe all the
way to Ukraine, as Yulia Mendel, former press secretary to President Zelenskyy, explained to Le Journal Du Dimanche.[xli]
Most of the military and financial aid for Ukraine flows back to Western corporations. The “only winners” are those “who
profit from this war: certain politicians and lobbyists. The people, on the other hand, pay the price.”[xlii]

After leaving office, the “servants of the people” strolled through the revolving door into the companies that had benefited
from their policies, sold their network to them as lobbyists, and collected a hefty dividend for the destruction they had
wrought. Take what you can while you can. What remained was the pile of rubble we have today. “The big and powerful,”
writes Zygmunt Bauman, “have developed a penchant for the fleeting and the transient, while the losers desperately try to
keep their junk running.”’[x1iii] And they remained trapped in that digital cage, which they considered the highest form of
freedom.

They looked out across the bay toward the piers of Bomba, where the boats of Maltese fishermen and their nets had given
way to luxury yachts. They formed the backdrop for the tourists taking pictures of themselves on the ferry’s deck in the
warming sun—a memento of the deceptive idyll that had lured them here— and which was shattered against the razor-sharp,
backward-sloping stern of a futuristic monster owned by an oligarch who had long since cast the net of his digital financial
flows over the mirage of freedom.

Some superyachts belonged to special-purpose entities, which in turn were backed by a limited company in Bermuda, the
Virgin Islands, or the Isle of Man; a law firm in the City of London had signing authority, and if anyone set out to investigate,
they came up empty-handed. The power strategy of digital capitalism was to appear and vanish, to slip away, to withdraw; “in
fleeting modernity,” as Zygmunt Bauman wrote, “the sedentary majority is under the rule of the nomadic, extraterritorial
elite.”[xliv] The fact that power had become detached from any particular territory, able to move freely and beyond the reach
of democratic controls, and capable of evading accountability, had become the defining characteristic of power—and, at the
same time, the most severe blow that globalization could deal to those under surveillance and those dependent on wages.[x1v]



Malta profited from the war in Ukraine: Arms deals were financially processed through special-purpose entities and accounts
in Valletta. Ukrainian oligarchs used holding companies and financial vehicles—primarily in Cyprus, but also in Malta, such
as Trident Trust—to shield their assets from their own government, save on taxes, and gain access to the EU or the City of
London.[x1vi] These included Anton Progodsky with his Malta-registered ZUC Ltd.,[xlvii] Kostiantyn Zhevago with Wargny
Storage Ltd. and affiliated companies,[x1viii] the founders of PrivatBank, Thor Kolomoisky and Gennadiy Boholiubov,[xlix]
and President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and his network.[l] Multi-tiered special-purpose entities based in Malta and Cyprus,
along with funds in Luxembourg, were popular for saving on taxes and concealing ownership.[li]

At the NATO summit in Ankara in July 2026, Luxembourg had taken a clear stance. The small country, with a population of
just 700,000 and no standing army, wanted to transform itself from a tax haven into a financier of war. Even then,
Luxembourg was one of the world’s leading financial centers. By the end of 2025, assets managed in Luxembourg-based funds
totaled 8.2 trillion euros; 58% of all cross-border funds worldwide were managed here, making it Europe’s largest fund hub.

Luxembourg was not a country, but a money pump that diverted the world’s wealth into the pockets of the global elite.[lii]

The new business model was death. That is why Luxembourg became the European hub of the new Defense, Security, and
Resilience Bank (DRSB)—the so-called “NATO Bank,” headquartered in Canada—which was intended to channel private
capital, backed by government guarantees, into defense projects.[liii]

Private capital: This means that pension funds, health insurance companies, and fund investors could now also invest in the
war—and thus in the deaths of their children and grandchildren—in Luxembourg with tax advantages. The money flowed
from the pockets of citizens through a sea of blood to U.S. arms and tech corporations. The hegemon in Washington
cannibalized its vassals.[liv]

At least the nights were now less dreadful than the first ones—those endless nights that seemed to drag on forever, which he
had spent lying on his back with the balcony door open, keeping watch over his sleep and startling awake whenever his eyes
closed, because the moment of falling asleep and the moment of his arrest had become one and the same. His open eyes
showed him the tangible reality of a searchlight circling the lighthouse or a passing ship, yet they widened in horror when
the curtain billowed in the breeze and the gentle dance in his head swelled into a raging storm, when footsteps in the hallway
heralded the bursting open of the door in his mind, when he tossed himself about in fright, for his room on the sixth floor

offered no escape route.

From 2022 to early 2026, the EU and its member states had invested at least 216.7 billion euros in the war in Ukraine.[lv] The
West had frozen approximately 300 billion euros in Russian state reserves, the majority of which were held at Euroclear in
Brussels. On top of that, the EU had added a “reparations loan” for Kyiv totaling up to 130 billion euros, of which about 90
billion euros had already been pledged against Russia’s foreign assets. With the new loan, the EU’s total commitment
amounted to nearly 283 billion euros—money that had been spent or pledged for the war. Added to this were record defense
budgets totaling 381 billion euros in 2025 alone, and a new NATO target that would require more than 630 billion euros
annually—a pyramid of war financing measured in trillions.[1vi]

The gamble began in late 2013 with the coup on Maidan Square in Kyiv, which was financed and organized by the United
States, the European Union, and NATO.[Ivii] Ukraine’s natural resources—ore, gas reserves, black soil, pipelines, and steel
mills—seemed worth the confrontation with Russia. But the gamble backfired. The people of eastern Ukraine resisted the
coup; Crimea rejoined Russia; Donetsk and Luhansk declared their independence; the coup government’s so-called “anti-
terrorist operation” resulted in a war against the civilian population,[lviii] and Ukraine’s military buildup and gradual
alignment with NATO standards culminated in the Russian invasion. Washington partially withdrew, shifting the burden of
the war and its costs to Europe.

The European Commission planned annual increases in defense spending through 2035 to 3.5 percent of gross domestic
product, resulting in a cumulative war chest of about 2.6 trillion euros. This led to a level of debt that could no longer be
repaid in peacetime but could only be paid off in wartime. The influx of money had inflated the defense sector to such an
extent that halting weapons production would have triggered an economic meltdown. Only by seizing control of Russian
resources could the EU still be saved.

On August 1, 1936, Hitler’s General Friedrich Fromm submitted a memorandum to the Wehrmacht’s General Army Office. In
it, he pointed out the self-perpetuating nature of rearmament. He argued that the armaments industry’s mobilization
capacity was creating a predicament in which war was the only way out.[lix] For the Eurocrats, too, the main enemy was
peace. The European elites needed war.[1x]

The EU had supported NATO’s eastward expansion, including Ukraine, thereby creating a new confrontation. Together with
the U.S. and NATO, it organized and financed the 2014 Maidan coup; its intelligence agencies orchestrated the genocide in
the Donbass from 2014 to 2021, which the EU tacitly condoned. The West thus provoked the Russian invasion; the United



Kingdom and the U.S. boycotted the Istanbul peace agreement—which was ready for signing—in the spring of 2022; in
November 2022, Washington and Brussels rejected General Mark Milley’s advice to end the war when Ukraine was at its
strongest; the EU refused to engage in diplomacy.[Ixi]

Through censorship, sanctions, and political persecution, the European elites prevented a democratic debate. Their aim was
to protect themselves from the growing opposition and from an end to the war. The war in Ukraine had become a struggle
for survival for the warmongers. They wanted to keep the U.S. at war because they themselves were too weak; they wanted to
ruin Russia and gain access to its natural resources; they wanted to pump money into the arms industry and thus halt their
self-inflicted economic collapse; they wanted to cling to power and suppress the growing discontent among the population.
[Ixii] Censorship, sanctions, martial law, and a state of emergency had long been the standard practice of governance.[Ixiii]

But the war had long since been lost. The Russians had paralyzed the port of Odessa with missiles and reduced Ukraine to a
landlocked country that could no longer survive on its own.[Ixiv] Only about 25 million people remained in Ukraine, half the
population of 52 million since 1991.[1xv] What remained was a failed rump state, deeply in debt and, without the natural
resources of the eastern oblast, economically ruined.[Ixvi]

It was a war that NATO now wanted to freeze because it was losing this proxy war, and because, in the event of peace, it
would have had to repay the frozen 300 billion euros in Russian foreign assets—something it could not do because the money
had long since been pledged as collateral. A defeat, according to Glenn Diesen, would have left Europe “without a clear role
or significance in a multipolar world.”[1xvii] It would mark Europe's descent back into insignificance and geopolitical agony.
The EU was left with only two options: bankruptcy or war.

Those responsible for this were not only in Kyiv, but also in Washington, Berlin, Paris, and London. The European elites
wanted to prolong the war at all costs; as a result, they bore shared responsibility for the nearly two and a half million
Ukrainian deaths by mid-2026.[1xviii] An entire nation had been torn apart on the altar of Western interests. They had blood
on their hands. The collusion between Western elites and Ukrainian neo-Nazis also meant collusion with their death squads.
This elite would stop at nothing. The Western elites, it seemed, were in a bloodlust.[Ixix]

On those nights, everything felt strange; his soul seemed to slip from his body and watch him as he lay there, bound by his
fear. The darkness took the shape of a winding tunnel leading down to the depths of his soul, into a cold and empty
nothingness that brought him no closer to the end of his horror. He turned on the light, stood up, and looked at himself in the
bathroom mirror, without recognizing himself—his features distorted by the foreboding of the interrogations.

With the first glimmer of the sea, the strength to maintain complete control over himself—to perceive everything, even while
dozing, just as he would in a war zone—every sound, every movement—faded from him, just as it had back then in Prizren,
when a tank mine exploded 100 meters away, shattering the panes of the window that had been left slightly ajar, the kinetic
energy propelling the shards like arrows over him, and he surrendered to exhaustion and sank into a deep, dreamless sleep
that he wished would never end.

If there was no outrage behind him and no refuge ahead of him—then, in the realm of this world, to live with dignity meant:
to fleece once more those who had already been deceived; to trample once more into the dirt those who already lay in the
dust; to spit once more on those who had already been humiliated. The attempt to pull oneself together came to nothing; as
one reached for dignity, it slipped away—first slowly, then quickly, then even faster. To live with dignity was the fury of
vanishing.[I1xx]

At some point, it became impossible to distinguish between sleeping and waking. The threshold had been crossed.[Ixxi] For,
according to Sigmund Freud, the dream is the guardian of sleep; but now reality itself has become a nightmare.[Ixxii] In that
endless second, as the threat spiraled out of control, the dream blurred into a state of wakefulness; an irresistible weariness
overwhelmed him as he sensed that the dream would soon end, and he would have to return to the unconsciousness of
waking, where he would have to cross the boundary between the ghostly journey and real danger in order to sink into reality
—into the sleep of reason—from which he would never return until the great sleep, death.[Ixxiii]

“Be careful!” strangers advised. “I hope you've taken precautions!” — “Do you still live in Germany?” His name was on
Mirotvorets, the death list compiled by the Galician Nazis and their secret service, which also included Daria Dugina, who
died in Moscow in a car bombing,[Ixxiv] Ukrainian MP Oleg Kalashnikov, who was shot dead in Kyiv in 2015,[Ixxv] and
Anatoly Shary, who narrowly escaped a sniper’s fire while in exile in Catalonia,[lxxvi] and those fragments of memory
tormentingly pushed their way into his consciousness, just as back then, in 2002, at the heavily guarded residence of Afghan
President Hamid Karsei in Kabul, the barrels of Blackwater mercenaries’ rifles were trained on him, and his cameraman pale-
faced pointed out the red dot on his forehead. Fragments of memory wove the carnival into a dance of death. It was not
Ukraine that was being Europeanized—Europe was becoming Ukraine: a collection of drained, failed frontline states
brimming with weapons, military dictatorships behind a democratic facade, where the law of the jungle reigned. A friend
said anxiously, “They’ll shoot you, too!”



As he lay there in the heat of the night, seeing the dreamer beside him—in that endless second when everything merged into
one: sleeping, lying awake, daydreaming— and the line between startled awakening and drifting off to sleep began to blur, he
had just sought shelter behind the entrance to a vestibule from a volley of bullets fired from a passing black car, whose
occupants and license plate vanished beneath a tangle of streamers, for it was Carnival; it was the time of monsters.[Ixxvii]

When detectives from the homicide division appeared, army pistols in hand, and leaned down toward him—“One less,” said
one of them, kicking his corpse with his foot—the bartender who had served him that afternoon at the bar near the
Repubblica emerged from the darkness: “Besides, he paid with counterfeit money,” and he held up the 50-euro bill.[lxxviii]
“Hand it over,” said one of the intelligence agents, seeing that the money was real: “This is going into the files.”

A stiff sea breeze at the Valletta airport stirs up the ashes deep within the soul.
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